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informs us, from those designed by Mr. May, the Public Librarian at
liirkenhead, and used in the Birkenhead branch libraries. The floor
above contains a large Lecture Hall with committee and retiring rooms.
It has an open-timbered roof and is 18 feet to the ceiling. At one end is
a platform for entertainments, &c. The exterior, which is designed in the
Free Renaissance style, is of Ruabon brick with Yorkshire stone dressings.
Over the upper windows are carved in stone the Arms of Sir Francis and
the County Borough Seal. The building has cost .£3,400 and the furni-
ture . /20a Sir Francis Powell has generously promised £$o yearly
towards the maintenance of the new branch during his lifetime.

WOLVERHA.MPTON.— A new reading room for King's Hill was
opened on March 16th.

Count? Councils and public libraries.
O N Easter Monday the friends of Public Libraries were dismayed to

read in the Daily News the following paragraph, which seemed to add
insult to injury :—

" Grants to free libraries for the purchase of technical books are
made by some County Councils, and some correspondence has taken
place between the London County Council and the Science and Art
Department on this subject. While the Department says that such
grants to free libraries are, under certain conditions, legitimate, it
does not consider them advisable. Among the reasons it gives are
' the unsatisfactory proportion of money spent at present by the Free
Library Committees on educational literature,' and 'the consequent
belief that the funds of the Technical Education Committee would be
used to set free rate funds for the purpose of purchasing works of
fiction, if not possibly even for the relief of the library rate.'"

Immediately on reading it, Mr. MacAlister, the Hon. Sec of the
L.A.U.K., wrote to Dr. William Garnett, the able Secretary of the
Technical Education Board of the London County Council, to ask if the
paragraph were true, and received the following reply :—

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL.

"TECHNICAL EDUCATION BOARD."

13, SPRING GARDENS, S.W.

April 18M, 1895.

DEAR MR. MACALISTER,—I have not seen the Daily News of Easter
Monday, but I can assure you that no correspondence whatever has
passed between this office and the Science and Art Department, on the
subject of grants to the Public Libraries, nor has any advice been given
by me to my Board on this subject Easter Monday is a day on which
ordinary news is scarce, and the newspaper men must have been drawing
largely on their imagination. If I can get a copy of the article in
question I will do so, but it seems scarcely worth while, as there is
absolutely no ground whatever for any statements on the subject What
has been done is this : private letters have been sent to the Organising
Secretaries of the various County Councils asking what help, if any,
their Councils have given to the Free Libraries in their districts, and the
replies have been tabulated in the minutes of my Board. Although these
papers are private, someone without the knowledge of the Board's staff
has communicated this table to the Technical World. Possibly the pub-
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lication in the Technical World may have served as a basis for the Daily
News article. I did not read what the Technical World printed, and I
therefore do not know whether it is, or is not, strictly in accordance with
the information printed in my Board's minutes. What we printed was
merely an interim statement of information received, and no conclusion
has yet been based upon it.

Yours, faithfully,
WM. GARNKTT, Secretary.

J. Y. W. MACALISTER, Esq.
20, Hanover Square, W.

Mr. MacAlister's next step was to write to the Daily News and ask
that a contradiction of the Easter Monday paragraph should be inserted.
No direct notice was taken of bis letter, but a few days later the following
paragraph appeared:—

"TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND FREE LIBRARIES.—In reference
to a statement made in a recent issue that the Science and Art
Department had decided that it was not advisable for Technical
Education Committees to make grants to free libraries for the pur-
chase of technical books, we should say that the letter was addressed
to the Surrey County Council, and not to the London Technical
Education Board. As a good deal of interest bas been awakened in
this matter, we quote the principal reasons given by the Science and
Art Department for its decision: "(1) The difficulty of securing repre-
sentation on the Free Library Committees. (2) The unsatisfactory
proportion of money spent at present by the Free Library Com-
mittees on educational literature. (3) The consequent belief that
the funds of the Technical Education Committee would be used
to set free rate funds for the purpose of purchasing works of fiction,
if not possibly even for the relief of the library rate. (4) The
impossibility of definitely attaching this department of a library to
the staple industries of the district"

For years there has been much loose and irresponsible talk about the
excess of fiction reading, which must, in many cases, have done injury to
the movement, but this deliberate statement emanating from a Govern-
ment Department amounts to a grave indictment of the Public Library
Managers of this country, which is bound to do incalculable harm, and
will be gladly seized as a potent weapon by the opponents of the Acts
wherever an attempt may be made to get them adopted, and it behoves
the L.A.U.K. to take up the matter at once, and to demand that the
department which has gone out of its way to deal such a deadly blow at
the movement shall either prove its charges or withdraw them.

In the meantime the following protest has been forwarded to the
Clerk of the Surrey County Council by Mr. MacAlister.

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM,

20, HANOVER SQUARE, W.,

idth April, 1895.

DEAR SIR,—I see it reported in the Daily News that there has been
some correspondence between your Council and the Science and Art
Department on the question of assisting Public Libraries in the matter
of providing technical books. I write to ask whether this correspon-
dence will be published, and if not whether I may be allowed to see it
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Assuming the paragraph in the Daily News to be correct, I cannot
but express surprise that it should have been thought desirable to consult
with the Science and Art Department on this question, as that department
has no means of informing itself on any matter connected with Public
Libraries which are not equally at your disposal, and I venture to assert
that the extraordinary opinion and advice given to you is founded upon
nothing more worthy of attention than the individual prejudice of the
official who drafted it

The only official information on the work of Public Libraries at the
disposal of a Government Department is that contained in the Returns
which were prepared and issued by the Government at the instance of Mr.
Leng, M.P., some few years ago, and it is not too much to say that those
Returns were so absurdly inaccurate that it was impossible to draw any
trustworthy conclusion from them. I venture to say that if the members
of your Council could spare the time to give a few hours' personal study to
the authentic reports of Public Libraries they would place the Science and
Art Department's letter in its proper place, namely, the waste-paper
basket

No one will deny that Public Libraries have provided light literature
for the use of the people, but it seems to be forgotten that one of the
express objects of the original promoters of the Public Library Acts was
to provide wholesome amusement and recreation for the people. In this
connection it is pleasant to read the wise and appreciative words of Mr.
Gladstone in his speech to a deputation at Ha warden on Easter Monday.
He said:—

" It it a delightful thing to tee how far and wide the Institution of libraries
is extending. The library 11 most valuable locally considered as an institution,
and in many points of view, bat I cannot but recollect that it is a competitor
with the public-house, and in that point of view it is most important. It is
giving men a fair chance of obtaining something in the nature of recreation
after their hours of labour habitually and permanently continued without
exposing them to undue risk and peril It is sometimes observed
that the readers at these libraries have a preference for light literature. Well,
gentlemen, no wonder. We must always recollect, we who have lived lives,
u not of leisure in every sense of the word, yet lives exempted from the
absolute necessity of continual toil, we most remember that nature cries out
for recreation, and that cry of nature is a legitimate cry. Therefore, I do not
regret when I am told that light literature is greatly in request and greatly in
vogue. But what I hope is that there will always be a desire to have good
light literature."

But while it is true that the Public Libraries do spend money on fiction
it is easy to prove that much larger sums are being spent OH more solid
literature, and that they have without exception done all that they possibly
could within the narrow limits of the penny rate to educate the people, not
only by books but by free lectures. Indeed, many of them may be truly
said in the fullest sense of the word to have become " Universities of the
People."

All over the country the County Councils have found in the Public
Libraries a ready-made organization for helping forward the great
national work of Technical Education, and have recognised that the pro-
vision of good technical books which apprentices and artizans can take to
their homes is in many cases more valuable than the establishment of
more or less efficiently equipped Technical Schools which at best can
only be used by a fortunate few of the artizan community, whereas books
are available to alL Accordingly, many Public Libraries have been
generously subsidized by grants in aid of the purchase of Technical books,
and I do not believe that, in a single case where this has been done, the
library authorities have used these subsidies as a means of relieving the
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rates, as is insinuated by your Science and Art Department corres-
pondent

Great credit is due to your Council for what they propose to dp for
Technical Education, but it will not reflect credit on their intelligence if
they are blind to the valuable work that they can do through the medium
of the Public Libraries, and indeed it will be something of a disgrace if in
this respect they should fall behind the worthy example of their provin-
cial brethren.

I am, dear Sir,
Your* faithfully,

J. Y. W. MACALISTEK,
T H E CLERK, Hon. Su.

Surrey County Council.
County Hall,

Kingston- upon-Thames.

. (Blabstone on public Xibrartes.
ON Easter Monday a federation of Yorkshire liberal clubs presented

Mr. Gladstone with a testimonial in the form of a bookcase and some
1 Jo volumes of books. The presentation took place in St DeinioFs
Library at Hawarden, and Mr. Gladstone, in the course of his remarks
said : I thank you most heartily for the munificent and the well-con-
sidered gift which you have made to this library. It is an institution not
yet fully grown. It contains—I don't know whether I may say within its
walls or its shell—but whichever it may be, it contains already a very
considerable number of books, and in the course of time I hope that that
number will be progressive, and even greatly increased. The stores of
divine learning occupy the first place on these shelves, and undoubtedly
the maintenance and promotion of it has been, in the foundation of this
library, an object very near my heart But the stores of divine learning
ought, in my judgment, to be associated with the stores oi human learn-
ing. Christianity is a religion adapted to the elevation and development
of the entire nature of man. And so far from seeing any antagonism
between the prosecution of divine knowledge and the prosecution of
knowledge which is human and secular, in my opinion they never can be
separated without disadvantage. And I thank you, gentlemen, for the
kind of literary contribution that you have made towards the formation
of an institution still in embryo, but, I hope, likely to be developed, if our
plans are favoured by the Almighty, for many useful purposes. And I may
say that when I have spoken of the promotion of divine learning as the
object primarily in my mind, I do not restrict my hope of any benefits
which the institution may confer to the members of the Church of Eng-
land, as the denomination with which I am especially connected, but I
both hope and believe that it will be found perfectly practicable, and to
me highly agreeable, if, as I expect will be the case, others, not belonging
to the Church of England, can likewise avail themselves of any advan-
tages this library offers. This library is not the only library founded
recently in this country. It is a delightful -thing to see how far and wide
the institution of libraries is extending. The library is most valuable
locally, considered as an institution, and in many points of view I cannot
but recollect that it is a competitor with the public-house, and in that
point of view it is most important. It is giving men a fair chance of
obtaining something in the nature of recreation after their hours of labour,
habitually and permanently continued, without exposing them to undue
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